after that time he showed signs of rickets. About eight months ago he exhibited a great desire for eating mortar. The mother discovered his propensity by observing that the wall near his bed was stripped of paper and holes picked in it. On inquiring into the cause, she found that the boy used to eat the mortar, and his eagerness after it was so great that he would get, even in inclement weather, into the yard and pick the walls, and if prevented he cried. On occassions the child has been deprived of his mortar, and invariably when it is kept from him he vomits his food, and when had recourse to the symptom ceases. So at the present time it is the ordinary routine of his little sisters to collect mortar, which must not contain too much sand, as he is particular in the quality.
Lime-water has been substituted, but this the child refuses to be contented with, and will have his food in a more solid form. 
